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US'D 

mt 


jfottjrtf) Congxefe 

OF THE UNITED STATES: 


AT THE 

FIRST SESSION,' 


Begun and held at the city of Philadelphia, in the date of Pennfylvania, 
on Monday, the feventh of December, one thoufand 
feven hundred and ninety-five. 


AN ACT 


For eftablifting trading houfes with the Indian tribes. 

Sef. i. TJiE it enacted by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of the United 
States of America, in Congrefs affembled, That it lhall be lawful 
for the Prefident of the United States to eftabliffi trading houfes at fuch polls 
and places on the weltern and fouthern frontiers, or in the Indian country, 
as he lhall judge molt convenient for the purpofe of carrying on a liberal 
trade with the feveral Indian nations, within the limits of the United States. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enabled. That the Prefident be authorized to ap¬ 
point an agent for each trading houfe eftablilhed, whofe duty it lhall be, to 
receive, and difpofe of in trade, with the Indian nations aforementioned, fuch 
goods as he lhall be directed by the Prefident of the United States to receive 
and difpofe of, as aforefaid, according to the rules and orders which the Pre¬ 
fident lhall prefcribe; and every fuch agent lhall take an oath or affirmation, 
faithfully to execute the trull committed to him; and that he will not, di- 
reCtly or indireCtly, be concerned or interefted in any trade, commerce or bar¬ 
ter, with any Indian or Indians whatever, but on the public account; and lhall 
alfo give bond with fufficient fecurity in fuch fum as the Prefident of the 
United States lhall direCl, truly and honellly to account for all the money, 
goods and other property whatever, which lhall come into his hands, or for 
which, in good faith, he ought fo to account, and to perform all the duties 
required of him by this act: and his accounts lhall be made up half-yearly, 
and tranfmitted to the Secretary of the Treafury of the United States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enabled , That the agents, their clerks, or other 
perfons employed by them, lhall not be, dire&ly or indirectly, concerned or 
interefted in carrying on the bufinefs of trade or commerce, on their own, or 
any other than the public account, or take, or apply to his or their own ufe, 
any emolument or gain for negotiating or tranfaCling any bufinefs or trade, 
during their agency or employment, other than is provided by this adt. And 
if any fuch perfon lhall offend again!! any of the prohibitions aforefaid, he 
or they lhall be deemed guilty of a mifdemeanor, and lhall, upon conviction 
thereof, forfeit to the United States, a fum not exceeding one thoufand dol¬ 
lars, and lhali be removed from fuch agency or employment, and forever 
thereafter be incapable of holding any office under the United States: Pro¬ 
vided, That if any other perfon, than a public profecutor, lhall give informa¬ 
tion of any fuch offence, upon which a profecution and conviction lhall be had, 
one half the aforefaid penalty, when received, lhall be for the ufe of the perfon 
giving fuch information. 
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Sec. 4. And be it further enacted , That the prices of the goods fupplied to, 
and to be paid for by the Indians, Ural I be regulated in fuch manner, that the 
capital dock furnilhed by the United States may not be diminilhed. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enabled, That during the continuance of this act, the 
Prefident of the United States be, and he is hereby authorifed to draw annu¬ 
ally from the Treafury of the United States, a fum not exceeding eight thou- 
fand dollars, to be applied, under his diredion, for the purpofe of paying the 
agents and clerks; which agents (hall be allowed to draw out of the public 
fupplies, two rations each, and each clerk, one ration per day. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enabled. That one hundred and fifty thoulan'd 
dollars, exclufiveof the allowances to agents and clerks, be, and they are here¬ 
by appropriated for the purpofe of carrying on trade and intercourle with the 
Indian nations, in the manner aforementioned, to be paid out of any monies 
unappropriated in the Treafury of the United States. 

See. 7. And be it further enaded, That if any agent or agents, their clerks, 
or other perfons employed by them, (hall purchafe, or receive of any Indian, 
in the way of trade or barter, a gun or other article commonly ufed in hunt¬ 
ing ; any inftrument of hulbandry, or cooking utenfil, of the kind ufually ob¬ 
tained by Indians, in their intercourfe with white people ; any article of cloth¬ 
ing (excepting (kins or furs'! he, or they (hall, refpedively, forfeit the fum of 
one hundred dollars for each offence, to be recovered by adion of debt, in 
the name, and to the ufe of the United States, in any court of law of the 
United States, or of any particular ftate having jurifdiction in like cafes, or 
in the fupreme or fuperior courts of the territories of the United States: 
Provided, that no fuit (hall be commenced except in the ftate or territory 

within which the caufc of adion (hall have aiifen, 01 the defendant may refide ; 

And it (hall be the duty of the fuperintendants of Indian affairs and their 
deputies, refpedively, to whom information of every fuch offence (hall be 
given, to colled the requifite evidence, if attainable, and to profecute the of¬ 
fender, without delay. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enabled. That this ad (hall be in force for the 
term of two years, and to the end of the next feflion of Congrefs thereafter, 
and no longer. 

JONATHAN DAYTON, Speaker of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives. 

J OHN A DAMS, Vice-Prefident of the United States, 
and Prefident of the Senate, 

Approved— April the eighteenth, 1796. 

G°: WASHINGTON, Prefident of the United States. 


R ESOLVED by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of the United States 
of America in Congrefs ajfembled. That the Secretary for the Depart¬ 
ment of War return to the refpedive diftrid Judges, the names of all fuch 
perfons, as have been tranfmitted to him by the leveral diftrid Judges, pur- 
fuant to the ad for the regulation of claims to invalid penfions ; and in whofe 
cafes, the examining phyficians have negleded to fpecify the ratio of difabi- 
lity;—together with fuch defedive returns of phyficians. And the faid Dif¬ 
trid Judges, refpedively, (hall forthwith caufe the examining phyficians to 
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fpecify the feveral rates of difability, which have been fo neglefted ; or, in 
cafe of ficknefs, death or removal of one or both fuch phyficians, to make 
new appointments, and caufe the feveral rates of difability to be fpecified, 
and by the faid phyficians returned to them, as foon as may be; of which, 
they (hall make return, to the Secretary at War, who fhall, at the feflion of 
Congrefs holden next after, or at the time of fuch receipt, make return there¬ 
of, with fuch obfervations, as he may think proper to fubjoin, that the pro¬ 
per order may be taken thereon by Congrefs. 


JONATHAN DAYTON, Speaker of the Houfe of? 


JONATHAN DAYTON, 


Reprefentatives. 5 
JOHN ADAMS, Vice-Prefident of the United States, ? 

and Prefdent of the Senate. 5 


Approved —April the eighteenth, 1796. 

G°: WASHINGTON, Prefdent of the United States 


Depofited among the Rolls, in the office of the depart¬ 
ment of State. 



Secretary of State. 
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